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Attend to Details
Is Advice of I

Units Usuall:
BY FRED C. RIMELL.

It isn't a. very pleasant sensation to

t>e stalled on the road under any circumstances,but it's a thousand times
more aggravating to discover after
you have been towed home that there
really wasn't any excuse for your
predicament. If you had Just attendedto this or that hefore you left the

garage you would not have been

obliged to break your engagement
and suffer the humiliation of being
"towed" and of being charged a neat

sum for the work.
Again we might say that it is one

thing to know that something ought
to be done by way of forestalling
trouble and quite another thing to

v. know what ought to b»- done. The
most inexperienced motorist has
learned, sometimes through experience.that he can't get very far on a

clay's run without fuel for his engine,
water to cool the power plant and air
to inflate the tires. Some are even

provident enough to keep the battery
filled at all times with distilled water,
to see that the fan belt is tight and
to be sure that the oil indicator is
registering correctly.
Many other drivers go deeper into

the subject than this, but even those
who are careful to see that every littlething is well greased and sufficientlytight are often inadvertently
negligent of the very things which,
when not attended to. result in just
the sort of breakdown which every
driver wants to avoid.

Cites I nits Overlooked.
Here are a few of them:
A large percentage of breakdowns

are the result of trouble somewhere
in the ignition system, and this
trouble, nine times out of ten, is
simply caused by a broken wire
which has served its term of faithfulness.This is particularly true of
the ignition wires, which, due to exheatfrom the engine and
vibration, tend to deteriorate and thus
cause "missing."
When two cylinders of a four or

six type of engine cease firing the
driver is pretty certain to have a

difficult time trying to proceed with
his trip. Because he is obliged to
go into second on every grade his
engine will soon overheat and cause

other consequent troubles. But there
is no reason to be caught with broken
of bared wires, because it is very
easy to tell beforehand when they
are due for replacement.
A crack in the rubber insulation of
n Ignition wire is sometimes as bad

as an actual break in the wire or a

faulty connection either with the distributorhead or the respective spark
plug. Aa soon as an ignition wire is
exposed somewhere along its length
tha high voltage current which
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travels alone K will have a tendency r

to Jump to the nearest "ground." «,

which means any metal part of the
engine which is in the vicinity. Usu- .

ally an ignition wire comes within a (spark distance of a "ground" some- ,
where along its length. And it is (Just this sidetracking of the spark |to the wrong place which robs the
respective cylinder of Its firing element.that Is. if the wire becomes
exposed.
The point is. watch the ignition 1

wires as carefully as you watch the <
n i I In f It a ano I b u #TltAir ara Inav.

pensive and very easy to reinstill when
necessary. j

Another Cauie of Trouble.
Another great cause of trouble in

the wiring system is the result of
allowing the battery posts to accumulatecorrosive substances. These
cat into the metal and eventually eat
off the end of one or both of the'
feed wires. When this happens at
car immediately sings what seems to
be its sw an song. If you know where
to look for the trouble and how to.,
remedy It you will simply clean off
the posts as best you can and re-
attach the broken wires.provided
there is enough left of the posts to
attach anything to. j
But all of this should never be!

necessary if the driver would smear
vaseline over the posts when the batteryis new. This prevents the accumulationof corrosive substances
.and is simply one of the ways of
taking trouble by the forelock.
The distributor is another part of

the electrical system which is always
looking for an opportunity to give
tr< »le. The head of this unit is
easily removed, but because it is the
sort of unit which doesn't seem to
require daily pampering, is Just as ;
easily neglected. The first thing to '

do when inspecting the distributor is
to find out.from the instruction
book.what type of unit is used on
your car. In some distributors the
rotor touches the contact points; in
the newer type the rotor does not
actually touch, the spark jumping a
slight gap to each contact point.

If the distributor is the former i

type, naturally the contact points
must be kept as clean as any other
electrical contacts in the system.
Fine emery paper or a line file should
be used for this cleaning; and the
tip of the rotor should also be
brightened. The rotor track should

^be greased with a little vaseline apfpliedwith a clean cloth.
The second type of distributor does

not require this attention, because
the contact points will not become
oxidised under ordinary circum-
stances. But a periodic Inspection
and cleaning of the Inside of the 1

distributor will be found good insuranceagainst later trouble. Any oil
or dirt which Is allowed to accumu- i
late under the head Is bound to in- a

I VALi

2 j

91Hi^^3l!E
Hfj H Th* Standa

;st Model "4
The 1923 Buic

v ite, this model

ll§SiilHll!52f It >» * beautif
IMpwF- Stand off and

*» fenders, sturdy
khaki-lined tor
the costliest au

tfple Look aboutryo
rrftr the instrument
idiaiof of Control leVCT is
s*» rfmiv- wiper are with
conotraction

And the chasi
cantilever sprii
Lock the hand
others, gives E
famous Buick
cylinder block,
pressure feed t

>23 tmfrius These are just
It: "45". From t

Buick insignia
the standard o

oft, SJI7S, 5
fott. Tluriur
ft. Wi*r, BUICK M17/5V, S Pott.
Pmu Mn,

Fj 7 Pott. TnrIf

BUICK MOT(

EMERSON & ORB
1620 M St N.W.
Fhoae FnukllaSMO

automobiles >r»
""""" ..

, , v . y ,.- ~v,. '. ;

-£l> ' it',, L .
>* t '

wot
STEEL IN AUTO TIRES.

Cotton and Bubber Not Only Materialsin Vast Manufacture. |
It is estimated that 41,250,000 pounds

>f fine steel will be used in the manuactureof the 33,000,000 automobile
ires to be produced in the United
States this year.
This will be a surprising: bit of Inurmattonto that great part of the
notoring public which thinks of auto
ires only in terms of cotton and rubier.Steel is used chiefly in the
nanufacture of beads.

erfere with the regular functioning
>f the rotor and will eventually
work down Into the compartment
ontaining the breaker points, where
l will breed the sort of thing that
:alls for a repair shop.

I.oose Connections a Worry.
Serious trouble often originates

'rotn loose connectioins at the relay,
>r cut-out. as it is generally called,
rhis- is the electrical device which
irevents the battery's current from
lowing: back into the generator J
a*hen that unit is not charging a

,'oltage equal to or greater than that
lelivered by the battery. The con- I
act points of the cut-out are open
when the car is running at about|
:en miles per hour or slower. At
jver ten miles per hour they close *

ind form a direct contact between
he generator and the battery. Should
he wiring become loosely connected
he cut-out might not function when
he generator Is delivering lower
voltage than the battery, nor close
ind furnish the necessary outlet for
generator's current when the engine
s running faster. In either case the
generator would be damaged and the
>attery would give out * I
The cut-out is usually either attachedto the generator or to the

engine side of the dash. It should
>e periodically inspected and t'^e
connection** tightened if necessr
few minutes spent in consideration

>f the cut-out may save the annoyanceand expense of being stalled,
fn this connection, it is good policy
to learn as much as possible about
eading the ammeter, so that the
ntrlcate workings of the electrical
iystem can be carefully watched. An
immeter that registers "discharge"
when none of the switches are on is
i fairly sure indication that the contactpoints of the rut-out are stuck
together and that the battery is discharginginto the generator.
A broken contact or a short circuit
n the electrical system invariably
isserts itself suddenly and without
warning. If nones of the fuaes are
blown some wire is either disconnectedor broken. The suddenness
>f electrical trouble differentiates it
from all other car ills. Tf you have
nor given proper attention to the
'juice" of the ear you can. at least,
forestall a repair bill and the
lumility of being towed by looking
:o the wiring of the engine the
moment the motor stops suddenly.
But the simpler plan.that one that
'orestalls the atall itself.is to look
;o the wiring before you take to the
oad.
Ibp.vright, 1922, bj the Ullman Feature Service

An Omaha automobile dealer Is offernga free license plate with each car to
uraci ouyers; f
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Motor News
Bits of This and That Gi

BY WILLIA)

How much do you really know about
your car, Its upkeep, operation, drlvina,
etc? How well versed are you In the
rules of the road and the law of the
land governing automobiles? For drivingpurposes, how are your eyes, your
ears, your brain, our nerves, and your
sense of courtesy and Justice toward
other users of the motor highway?

Did you ever ask yourself these questions?Did you ever take Inventory of
your motor car assets other than the
merely material ones?

Most of us live at such a high rate of
speed In these motoring days that we
ruth on from one thing to another withoutever stopping to find out whether
we are well or ill equipped for It, decidingthis point after we have already
succeeded or failed.

Possible von know more of one phase
of motoring than is good for you. and
less of another that could be of much
real use. This is not suggesting deep
study, nor matriculation at automobile
academy, nor even advising a courso In
a correspondence school. It Is only a
hint that it might be well for you and
me. and the other fellow, too, to classify
our motor knowledge, both practical and
theoretical, in their proper pigeonholes,
thus finding out Just where we stand
motoristlcally, as it were.

Considered in principle. 60 cents
per horsepower is heavy tribute to
the state of Maryland for the
privilege of motoring over her roads,
hut the tax could be easily forgotten
in the joy of riding over theWashington-Baltimoreboulevard, or In
rolling joltlcssly and dustlegsly over
the broad, smooth highway that leads
to Frederick-town and on over the
hills and mountains to the country I
beyond Cumberland.
But if the levy were only t cents

It would be far too much, in actual
value received, for the trip these days
to southern Maryland points.
For let It be known, though the

roads are not thoroughly bad. that
today the ride to either Rock Point.
Chapel Point, Benedict. Leonardtown
or Point Lookout.the latter particularly.isone well designed to
provide an imperfect day from a
motoring point of view..
Both cars and dust are present In

such generous quantities that the resultIs dangerous racing to keep
ahead of the other fellow, stop* to
fall behind when unable to get ahead,
and dust clouds so thick that one cannotsee another car only one hundred
yards away.
On return from such a trip the

handsome, blue upholstered closed car
looks no better than the dingy flivver
that never had a washing since the
day it was born. Also powder puffs
when used only make milady look
more terrible, while those lovely and
delicate white, pink, sky blue, sea
green and rose-colored creations of
the modiste's art which flappers are
wont to wear these days are sights
to behold, and only fit for the hand
laundry at the journey's end.
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While the roads to Rock Point,
Chapel Point and other places In that
general direction are bumpless, the
way to Benedict, Leonardtown and
Point Lookout produces a most irritatingshaking and has caused
many parties to turn back before
fairly started.
So far as dust Is concerned, the

same censure applies to the route to
Annapolis via Marlboro. While a
lack of rain in southern Maryland
has aggravated conditions, none of
the various trips would be recommendedfor strictly touring purposes.
Of course, for the party that uses

an open, leather-upholstered car,
dons old cloths and leaves early In
the morning for a few days' fishing,
crabbing and bathing, the various
points offer the finest sort of objective,for the fish bite freely, and
the food Is good.

While on the subject of motoring
through southern Maryland, or in any
section contiguous to or of the Districtof Columbia, for that matter,
it Is worthy of mention in passing
that today most of the roads from
here to there are now pretty well
signposted by the gasoline and oil
companies.
Even at the risk of giving away

some advertising, It must be said
that the Standard Oil Company is
foremost In making It possible for
motorists to know whether they are
on the right road and the distance
from town to town. Along with
these outstanding guide posts are
some worn and weather-beaten state
signs, which a few years ago replacedthe early efforts of a tire companyto give Information to the tourist.
Seldom, if ever, does one see the

much-vaunted direction sign of motor
clubs, yet providing these should be
one of the prime functions of such
organisations. Furthermore, such
signs are more necessary off the
beaten trail than on, for It is when
the tourist is lost on a deserted road,
with neither house nor fellow motoristIn sight, that he would gladly
give up the price of annual membershipto know Just where "he's at."
There are many auto clube In the

country that specialize In this service
.as well as all other' services which
motorists require.notably, the Los
Angeles club. Through the work of
this organization many a tourist has
been saved from the desert, directed
to water, food and lodgings and put
on the right track to civilization.
All of which probably explains why

the Los Angeles club has nearly
15.000 members, while the combined
membership of the Washington and
Baltimore clubs hardly reaches 10.000.
New York motorists are. in part, up

in armi against recently enacted state
legislation requiring all car operators
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to carry a state card 'giving various
pertinent information' concerning the
holder, with photograph attached and
a space on the reverse side on which
traffic officers note motoring delinquencies.
Because this card will help to identifythe proper owner of the car, will

save a motorist from being dragged
into court for some trivial and innocentoffense, and will surely nail the
chronic offender, it appears to be a
well designed requirement which, it
is predicted, honest and earnest car
owners will uphold.
Those who do not yet see the benefitsaimed at are, as usual, being led

in a charge against the regulation by
others having special interests of
their own to serve. The cry against
it will die out gradually as the advantagesto the holders of the cards
appear gradually.
New York city leads the world in

traffic regulation. There necessity
was the mother of invention, and few
mistakes have been made. Moreover,
once a regulation seems to be going
the wrong way, the Gotham authoritiesact promptly to make corrections
without urging from any one. Which
is as it should be.

Writing to The Star, a prominent
Washington medical man suggests
some interesting subjects for treatmentin these columns. He says, in
part:
"Three things have been on *iv

mind for some time which may appealto you as worthy of a drive"(1)In connection with safety for
all.especially for those who may be
hurt or killed, as well as the automoWlistwho has to stand the trial and
expense.could it riot be feasible to
have policemen, firemen and. possibly,
letter carriers, i.e., all public officers,
who are on the streets a great deal,
stop and caution children and, possibly,pedestrians, who are constantly
exposing themselves to danger by
hanging on machines, throwing or
holding sticks for cars to run over,
walking out from between parked
cars, where they cannot see an ;u»preachingcar. nor can the driver see i
them. These things are well known
and of daily occurrence, but I do not
know* of one case where the offender
has been cautioned by an officer.

"(2) Racing ambulances through
the streets. Ask any hospital head
how many they have saved or relievedby such haste, and if it is always

, necessary.
| "(3) An anti-noise crusade. Noisy
j cars of ancient vintage, intolerable
I trucks and motor c ycles with muffler |J cutout. All these arc bad enough in J] the daytime, but much worse at nightland in the early evening. Stopping I
I these practices I am sure would re- jI move some of the criticism now

J heaped upon automobilists.'

Over the door" of an enticing look
ing roadside inn between Boston and
Cape cod which angles for automo-
bile trade is a sign, which reads:

"Stop here.Lobster."
You w ho have toured and stopped

overnight or longer at such places
can do your own commenting on this.
ana i n can n a uay.

The annual motor truck mileage of}
the United States is 7.13t).U0O.0<i0.# and
1.430.000.OoO tons of freight are transported'annually over highways by the
vehicles.
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Haled Before Tra
Are In

Because the District law requires
that all second-hand cars sold should
bear a new license number and that
the original tags shall be turned >n.

many violators of this regulation.
some Willful and some innocent.are
being haled before the traffic court
and forced to pay fines.
According to Assistant Corporation

Counsel T. Gillisoie Walsh, in charge
of cases coming before the traffic
court, many of these defendants are
not guilty of any intentional infractionof th« law. but have proceeded
on misinformation given them intentionallyor otherwise by the seller
of the car.
Since the law requires that when &

car is Bold as "second hand" the tags
be taken off and turned in to the
traffic office, so they may he listed as

"dead numberB," both the^.seller and
buyer are violating the law if use of
the original tag is continued after
the car has changed hands.

Fines Are Imposed.
Believing that every > buyer and

seller of cars in the District ough*
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DEAD AUTO TAGS

i Second-Hand Cars
-ffic Court.Fines
lposed.
to know this important regulation'
Judge McMahon, who conducts the
traffic court, lias been assessing fines
in all of these cases.

According to Mr. Walsh, dealers in
second-hand cars aj-e telling buyer*
that the license tag is included in the
sale and purchase of the car and thai
it may be used freely. Many defendantshave stated that the sell*'
intimated that another tag wouM
never be necessary. Some testlfie
they were told they could take the
car with the license tag on it and go
out upon the streets and run it withouteven an operator's permit unl'l
they felt qualified to take an examinationfor a permit.

Association to Co-Operate.
When the alleged delinquency of

the second-hand dealers was brouglit
to the attention of President C. «*
Warrington of the Washington AutomotiveTrade Association, he stated
that his organization would welcome
an opportunity to co-operate with the
District authorities to break up such
practice, although the dealers charged
with giving the misinformation art
not members of the trade organization.
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